Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


PRODUCTION  PROSPECTS  CONSIDERABLY  R 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGkICULTI 
U.  S.  D.  a.  War  BOARD 
State  College,  New  Mexico/  V 
June  17,  1944  / 


FARM  WArt  NEWS        V  0 


( Although  U.S.  farmers  had  no  eyes  for  anything  but  the  immediate  and  .numerous 


the-  food  production  front  reveal  that  a  rapidly  expanding  beachhead  has  been  estab- 


National  crop  prospects  on  June  1  were  better  for  that  date  than  in  any  of  the 
last  ten  years  with  the  exception  of  1942.    Unusually  favorable  growing  conditions 
plus  what  probably  wa§  the  greatest  counterattack  in  American  farming  history 
against  production  problems  and  delays  resulting  from  the  war  and  the  weather 
brought  the  prospective  food  production  picture  quickly  from  one  of  grave  uncertainty 
to  one  of  bright  promise. 

The  improved  situation  revived  hopes  that  the  Nation's  soldiers-of -the -soil  may 
shatter  all  previous  food  production  records  for  the  eighth  straight  year.  However, 
there  was  no  slackening  of  the  efforts  that  must  be  maintained  on  the  farm  front  to 
overcome  war-created  production  obstacles.,  for  the  American  farmer  has  many  object 
lessons  in  his  memory  book  of  how  quickly  wonderful  crop  prospects  can  be  "blitzed" 
into  oblivion  by  neglect  or  factors  over  which  he  has  no  control. 

While  farm  folks  continued  their  determined  advance  toward  meeting  the  tremen- 
does  food  demands  that  a  war-torn  world  has  placed  upon  them  the  commentators  had 
considerable  material  for  speculation  such  as:  the  prospect  of  a  record-breaking 


million  bushel  wheat  crop  forecast  at- 1,034,785,000  bushels  on  June  1  compared  with 
the  record  1,008,637,000  bushels  of  1915  from  a  considerably  larger  acreage;  best 
pasture  conditions  since  1922  and  hay  prospects  excellent;  total  fruit  output  likely 
to  be  of  near-record  proportions;  improving  milk  production;  a  record  6.7  billion 
eggs  laid  during  May,  with  production  in  the  first  five  months  of  the  year  52$ 
above  average. 


problems  that  faced  them  in  bringing  their  crops  through  the  harvest,  reports  from 


lished  in  the  1944  war  food  campaign. 
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ORDER  lyiRy  PLEii  CONTINUED  BY  WPB 
Purchase  your  supplies  of  arsenical  insecticides  for  the  coming  summer  months 
now,  the  War  Production  Board  advises  farmers,  in  order  to  avoid  the  delays  that  may 
occur  on  last-minute  orders  and  result  in  heavy  damage  to  insect-infested  crops. 
Uncertain  transportation  facilities,  manpower  shortages  and  container  shortages  are 
real  threats  to  orders  placed  on  a  Mbusiness-as-usual"  basis.    Farmers  are  advised 
by  WPB  that  enough  arsenical  insecticides  should  be  available  for  emergency  situations 
where  insect  infestations  were  not  expected  or  where  they  are  more  severe  than 
anticipated. 

WPB  nj.S'L-tlCTS  USE  OF  COnN,  SCM>HUL5 

Use  of  com  or  grain  sorghums  in  the  manufacture  of  industrial  alcohol  is  pro- 
hibited during  the  third  quarter  of  1944  due  to  the  corn  shortage,  but  the  ..ar  Pro- 
duction Board  has  lifted  its  prohibition  against  the  use  of  soft  red  winter  wheat  in 
the  production  of  industrial  alcohol  during  the  same  period.    Lifting  the  ban  on  the 
use  of  soft  red  winter  wheat  for  industrial  alcohol  production  is  possible  due  to 
indications  that  the  1944  crop  will  exceed  1943's  133*000,000  bushels  by  more  than 
3C$«    This  v.heat  is  used  chiefly  for  pastry  and  biscuits. 

CONSULS  COOPERATION  N^DEB  IN  EGG  STOuaGE 

Commerical  cold  storage  is  filled,  and  individual  cooperation  is  needed  to  put 
the  temporary  surplus  problem  in  eggs  over  the  last  hurdle  so  the  WFa  has  asked 
every  home  in  A;r  aic«  to  store  an  extra  dozen  or  more  of  eggs  in  the  refrigerator. 

There  are  25,000,000  dozen  eggs  for  which  no  cold  storage  space  could  be  found. 
Spoilage  of  these  eggs  that  will  be  needed  in  the  future  can  be  prevented  by  every 
home  doing  just  a  little  to  meet  the  emergency  storage  problem.    Egg  production  this 
spring  has  been  far  above  current  needs  which  has  resulted  in  commercial  cold 
storage  space  becoming  crowded  to  capacity,  but  the  seasonal  decline  in  production 
has  begun.    Saving  the  current  abundance  is  simply  a  matter  of  a  "little  cooperation 
from  a  lot  of  people," 
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~  .      .       ,       -  .  INTERESTING  COiv^NTS  ON  iintL  FOOD  PICTURE 

Lt.  Col.  rtalph  iiv.  Olmstead,  deputy  director  of  in/Fa' s .  Of  fic  e  of  Distribution, 
makes  some  interesting  comments  regarding  the  products  of  farmers'  toil  in  the  war 
and  following  the  war,    Here  are  some  of  particular  interest: 

The  Govemament  will  go  all  out  to  prevent  domination  of  sales  of  Government-owned 
surplus  foods  by.  an  individual  or  groups;  American    food  thwarted  Hitler's  plan  to 
knock  Great  Britain  and  Russia  >out  of  the  war  and  is  feeding  liberated  Italians  and 
pouring  into  France  »ith  our  troops;  WFA  ^uys  about  eight  million  dollars  worth  of 
food  daily  and  exports  over  a  Quarter  of  a  million  tons  of  food  a  month  and  must 
r    ntain  a  constant  inventory;  with  the  war's  end,  Britain  will  no  longer  need  her 
present  food  reserves, . nor  will  the  Army  or  the  WFA  need  theirs,  but  most  of  the 
relief  food  will  be  needed  about  that  time;  Caution  will  be  used  to  prevent  recurrence 
of  the  food  situation  that  arose  after  the  last  war,  with  WFa's  sales  being  handled 
so  that  no  one  will  get  rich  by. buying  Government  foods  and  breaking  the  market;  The 
trade  can't  expect  to  obtain  stocks  if  they  don't  bid  prices  high  enough  to  meet  the 
market;  Stocr^les  of  food  have  been  established  overseas  and  are  being  utilized  by 
Allied  troops  in  Italy  for  feeding  the  four  million  people  in  Rome;  Price  supperts 
to  farmers  through  purchases  will  continue  and,  if  it  should  be  necessary,  WFa  will 
buy  the  whole  crop  to  support  prices  for  the  farmer;  The  Office  of  Distribution  has 
on  hand  $500,000,000  worth  of  food,  the  United  Kingdom  has  several  .months'  supply, 
and  whereever  the  Army,  has  a  post,  camp^,  or  station,  it  has  about  90  days'  or  more 
supply.  ... 

The  accumulation  of  the  present  stockpiles  of  food  doesn't  minimize  the  farmer's 
role,  Lt .  Col.  Olmstead  emphasizes,  but  makes  his  job  more  important  since  replace- 
ments of  food  are  necessary. 

PRODUCES.  LEAD  POULTRY  .INCREASE 

Greatest  percentage  increase  in  production  of  poultry  on  farms  since  1941  has 
occurred  in  regions  which  must  import  feed,  a  recent  USDa  study  indicates.  Biggest 
expansion  has  been  in  hens  and  pullets  and  chickens  raised,  the  two  classes  of 


poultry  which  require  the  relatively  greatest  supply  of  feed.    Over-all,  poultry 
eats  approximately  one-fifth  of  the  U.S.  feed  supply  (excluding  roughage). 

BETTER  3E  KIND  TO  TRUCK  TIRES 

Shortages  may  develop  in  heavy  and  medium-duty  truck  and  bus  tires  for  replace- 
ments during  July,  August,  and  September,  so  the  Office  of  Defense  Transportation 
urges  practices' to  avoid  curtailment  of  essential  transportation.    ODT  points  out 
that  while  tire  allocation  for  the  third  quarter  is  10  percent  above  that  for  the 
second  quarter,  the  normal  third-quarter  demand  is  at  least  25  percent  greater.  The 
supply  of  smaller  tires  is  expected  to  be  adequate  for  essential  replacements. 

THriRETS  STILL  HOGS  IN  "TH^iil  THaR"  PENS 

Hogs  continue  to  crowd  markets.    Restrictions  on  shipments  continue  to  be  in 
force  at  many  markets  and  may  need  to  be  maintained  for  some  time,    at  the  12  prin- 
cipal markets  on  June  12,  about  155*000  hogs  were  offered  for  sale,  compared  with 
157,000  a  week  earlier  and  98,000  a  year  ago,  and  there  was  a  10,500  carryover  from 
the  previous  week.    For  the  eight  months  ending  May  30,  slaughter  of  hogs  under 
Federal  inspection  totaled  54,785,613,  or  36  percent  above  the  corresponding  period 
of  1943. 

FaRI^.  COOPERATION  S^TS  ANOTHER  ftoCORD 
Farmers'  response  to  WFA's  plea  to  order  fertilizers  earl}'  has  resulted  in 
movement  of  the  largest  tonnage  of  commercial  fertilizers  and  fertilizer  materials 
ever  recorded.    The  development  is  considered  particularly  significant  because  of 
war-time  transportation  complications, 

CLOSE  W^TCH  KEPT  OV^h  FOOD  STOCKS 
More  stable  prices  for  farm  commodities  are  expected  to  result  from  the  War 
Food  administration's  policy  of  returning  to  civilian  trade  channels  food  stocks 
which  are  no  longer  needed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  U.  S.  military  forces  and 
other  war  agencies.    Instead  of  allowing  stocks  to  accumulate  and  possibly  be  "dumped" 
on  the  market  after  the  war,  WFa  is  keeping  a  close  inventory  of  food  stocks.  Stocks 
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not  needed  for  -war  purposes  are  being  released  in  a  manner  -which  will  not  disrupt 
normal  markets  and  prices. 

FOOD  COSTS  LESS  THaN  LaST  YEaK 

The  farm  product  food  basket  (representing  annual  purchases  by  a  typical  work- 
ingman's  family)  cost  consumers  $433  in  April,  compared  with  $462  a  year  earlier, 
with  $253  going  to  farmers,  and  $180  to  the  marketing  margin,  USDa  reveals.  Market- 
ing agencies  handling  farm  food  products  received  $17  extra  in  Government  payments. 

Compared  with  1920  record  high  levels,  the  retail  cost  in  April  was  down  16 
percent,  payments  to  farmers  down  7  percent „  and  marketing  charges  down  19  percent. 
For  the  last  9  month*,  the  farmer's  share  of  the  consumer's  food  dollar  has  been 
the  highest  since  1918.    For  April  it  stood  at  58  cents,  compared  with  53  certs  in 
1920.    The  cost  of  living  for  city  families  in  1943  was  24  percent  higher  than  the 
1935-39  average,  but  19  percent  below  the  1920  level, 

WaR  HaS.  INCREASED  £a!L  MOVEMENT  OF  LIVESTOCK 

Seventy  percent  of  all  livestock  shipped  out  of  39  public  r&arkets  moved  by  rail 
during  1939-43,  while  60  to  72  percent  of  the  livestock  delivered  annually  to  these 
markets  came  in  motortrucks,  a  recent  USDa  study  revealed.    Both  the  proportion  of 
livestock  shipped  out  by  rail  and  that  received  by  rail  increased  in  1942  and  1943* 
which  probably  resulted  from  the  need  for  conserving  motor  vehicle  equipment. 

About  60$  of  all  livestock  receivad  at  public  markets  in  1939--43  were  slaughtered 
in  adjacent  plants,  nearly  15$  were  reshipped  to  farms  and  feedlots  for  additional 
feeding,  and  25$  were  shipped  out  either  to  slaughtering  plants  in  other  areas  or  to 
other  markets  for  resale. 
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